
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

      

   

By Aïda López, November 2017   

Photo: Lesser Redpoll, Lista Fyr   

   

   

   



   

Executive summary   

During this year, the main tasks for the daily leader have been completing the winter and 

summer logs from 2017, keep updated facebook page and the LiFu website, provide 

accommodation to birders and volunteers, guiding schools and families, training volunteers 

and ringers, bird-ringing and bird-watching especially under standardized frames, hire the 

fieldworkers of the station, co-work in a scientific study, present the work at the station to 

some professors at University in order to consider future collaborations, continue the 

Wheatear project, continue trapping and colour ringing Rock Pipits, co-work with 

Besøkssenter våtmark Lista, organize the FugleFestival, offer 2 ringing courses, write the spring 

report.   

Standardized ringing   

The spring and autumn ringing campaigns were run by Rubén Piculo and Aïda López.    

Lista Bird Observatory completed in 2017 its 28th consecutive year of spring ringing 

campaign in 2017. The bird observatory has been run for a total of 88 days from March 15 

until June 10. A total of 13 mist-nets have been currently used on the standardized (138 

meters) and the results have been slightly lower than normal years with 932 birds ringed 

(average for spring is 1028) of 41 different species.    

The next table shows bird ringing in spring 2017 (Total ind.: 932; species: 41):   

   

   
   



   

   

     

During the autumn ringing campaign, the bird observatory has been run for a total of 124 

days from July 15 until November 15. The temperature this year has been warmer than 

normal and the same 13 mist-nets have been currently used on the standardized (138 

meters). The results have been much lower than normal years with 3870 birds ringed (average 

for autumn is 4847) of 73 different species (4839 ind. of 66 species last year).    

The next table shows bird ringing in autumn 2017 (Total ind.: 3870; species: 73):   

   



   



Non-standardized ringing   

We started in 2015 a project for monitoring the breeding Northern Wheatears around the 

lighthouse, marking adults and chicks with colour rings and registering the nests and chicks 

found in the area. The project has been mainly run in 2017 by Marton Berntsen, Gunnar 

Gundersen, Rubén Piculo and Aïda López. There have been ringed 4 adults and 17 chicks by 

the nest. 10 nests have been found around the lighthouse area, which is, by Marton’s opinion 

(he is the one with highest knowledge about it), a normal number.    

In addition, we have been catching and colour-ringing Rock Pipits with playback and walkin 

traps. A total of 57 individuals have been ringed this autumn (34 Rock Pipits last year).   

   

   
   

Besides, we have continued colour ringing all Wheatears, White Wagtails and Rock Pipits, 

taking part of a national project of colour ringing, most of it run by Kjell Mork Soot.   

Owl’s playback has been used for some nights during the autumn, not catching a single Owl.    

Slevdalsvann   

The ringing area in Slevdalsvann has been used in spring and autumn for doing the ringing 

courses. In winter there was many hours volunteering in Slevdalsvann nature reserve. After 

we had received a permit from the environmental protection law for ringing in a limited 

area, 10-12 local volunteers were working in February on arrangements in the area. This had 

to be done before the breeding season started.   

   

The results were great!    

   



   
   

During the autumn, a non-standardized ringing campaign has been run from August until 

November. The group of local ringers lead by Gunnar Gundersen have installed 2 new 

playback systems. A total of 16 nets have been up the whole period (including 5 nets in the 

reed) resulting with 3140 ringed birds of 58 different species, including 1 Great Reed Warbler 

and 1 Paddyfield Warbler.   

This year there have settled walk-in traps for catching Water Rails. Only 4 individuals have 

been ringed. Bird counts   

Around 3 hours have been spent every morning on counting birds migrating on the sea. This 

equals around 630 hours of counts during spring and autumn campaigns.    

Lots of hours have been also spent on covering the study area. A total of 237 species within 

the area have been seen, including 1 new species for the observatory area (Olivebacked Pipit) 

and 14 other uncommon/rare species.    

Volunteering project   

As it happens in many other bird observatories in Europe, we want to offer the opportunity 

for volunteers to stay at the observatory, especially if they are already involved in biological 

and ornithological activities. Our goal is to build significant connections with biologists, 

students and birdwatchers. The volunteers could be students who need to enrich their 

studies or training, or people who want to learn about bird ringing and our work at the 

observatory.    

The bird observatory has nowadays insufficient space to carry on this project in a big scale. 

However, there have been a total of 5 volunteers this year from Belgium, Spain, Germany 

and Russia. A ringer assistant from Denmark has been hired during the high season for Blue 

Tits/Owls.   

We haven’t rented any extra house this year.    



In this way we are contributing to community education, public awareness and have opened 

our network of contacts which definitely benefits Lista Bird Observatory in terms of national 

and international development.   

Media   

The reach of Lista Bird Observatory on social media, and Facebook in particular, continued 

to increase this year. The LIFU Facebook page has 2519 “Likes” in November 2017. It has 

been posted 70 updates to the page since January 2017.   

Increase of likes on facebook from November 2016 to November 2017:   

 

A total of 8 posts on the website have been published this year, which have been mainly 

scientific articles, reports and advertisement for events or course offers.    

   

Guiding and schools   

The Wetland Center is responsible of nature guidance for schools and families, together with 

Lista Fuglestasjon.   

A total of 4 school groups + 3 private families have been guided by Lista Bird Observatory 

in 2017.   

   

      



Accommodation   

Several people have overnight in the Observatory, where we currently offer 2 beds and the 

fee is 100 NOK per person and night.  Several guests have overnight in the house 

contributing to the Observatory’s economy.   

 

Lista Fuglefestival   

We celebrated the festival with feast and activities throughout the first weekend of 

September. It was a successful weekend with social events. There was bird race, dinner, 

ringing demonstration and workshop for kids. Some prizes were delivered to the people and 

there were a good number of experienced ornithologists who attended to the festival, 

coming from different Fylke. We have got very nice feedback, knowing that most of the 

people want to come back.   

 

   
   

 

Ringing courses    

We have continued this year offering ringing courses for beginners. It’s a combination of 2,5h 

of theory and 10h practice in the field. Standardized ringing, identification, biometric 

measurements, age, sex, moult and bird cycle are some of the contents. Two courses have 

been done with a total of 11 participants from all over Norway.   



   
 

We have got very positive feedback.    

Research   

A scientific article will be published with data from Lista Fuglestasjon in 2018.   

A genetic study is being carried by the private center “Reiseklinikken”, the University of Oslo 

and NMBU. Last spring, Lista Bird Observatory examined 215 birds and collected 277 ticks 

from Blackbirds and Robins, and ticks from the area at Lista. This is part of a new study, 

conducted by Dr. Gunnar Hasle, who studies to what extent ticks and tick-borne pathogens 

are transported by birds over geographical barriers.   

Skagen & Ottenby   

We were invited by Skagen Bird Observatory to meet both Skagen and Ottenby Bird 

Observatories in order to discuss possible collaborations. The meeting was very inspiring 

and useful for Lista Bird Observatory, regarding how other bird observatories are organized 

in Scandinavia and to make new connections.   

As writing a common report or doing any research collaboration is rather complicated 

because of the different methods used in each station, we decided to try to share 

volunteers and possibly exchange personnel in the future.   

   

   



In the present, the actual collaboration starts with the next steps:   

- We make binders describing and advertising the three Observatory’s.   

- Focus species: Common Whitethroat. It might be that during the year we will make 

posts on Facebook telling about the whitethroat e.g. arrival, departure, breeding, 

migration, biology.   

- We offer a package – a Nordic Triple - applicants can apply for working at all three 

places.   

- A few posts can be shared across our Facebook during the year if relevant.   

- The actions above will be planned and implemented during the winter 2018.    

   

Database, analysis, reports & results   

The 2016 report was finished and delivered in February 2017.   

The annual report for 2017 has not been started and the delivery is not programmed either.    

Our progress with our database has been done despite all the problems that have been 

caused by introducing “artsobservasjoner 2.0” by Artsdatabanken in 2015. We have 

implemented artsobservasjoner as a tool in our work, especially when doing our logs. The 

fact that the new site artobservasjon 2.0 lacks a lot of services offered in version 1.0 has given 

our Observatory extra work.    
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